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PEOPLE IN URBAN
The new raft of regulations prescribed correct practices in mindnumbing detail and highlighted existing problems of official conduct.
They targeted lavish dining out, banquets and receptions, gift-giving, publically funded travel and the perks that go with it. The prescriptions (and proscriptions) in each and every category will slow down growth in the urban economy, especially the service industries, such as restaurants and hotels, as well as the urban environment and the experience of living in Chinese cities more generally.
Among other things, the regulations specifically prohibited: bribery in all forms, including accepting expensive gifts; hiding illegally obtained income; misusing government funds; charging non-official fees and tourism in the guise of official travel. They ban local initiatives including celebra-tions of local culture and the manufacture of products that have not been approved by higher authorities. They also proscribe non-approved changes to the administrative divisions, that is, the subnational boundaries, of governing districts. They demand that officials vacate non-standard office spaces, including long-term leases in hotels, and ban the construction of large and lavish new offices. Moreover, local governments must not, as they have taken to doing on a grand scale, build flash new urban landmarks 城市地标 or large-scale plazas.
The regulations promote budget restraint, rigorous audit practices, market price-based expenditure, the market reform of official vehicle procurement, and a two-tier, central and provincial-level approval process for related decisions that had previously only needed to be approved locally. They encourage the conservation of energy and resources, including of equipment and furnishings -no need to update computer laptops to the latest model or redecorate for no good reason. Government bureaus should adopt the 'paperless office' and co-ordinate to prevent duplication of functions. Propaganda or party PR departments must 'promote the con- regulations don't apply -yet the corporation itself may well be wholly or jointly state-owned.
Curbing Excess at Home but Not Abroad?
While aimed at bolstering the Party's legitimacy with the people and targeting official waste and corruption, the austerity campaign has also affected the relationships between political and economic elites, who together set trends in the urban consumer economy through their social relations and exchanges of favours.
Just two years ago many foreign luxury firms had planned to expand their businesses widely in China. But sales for international brands began real estate with a value greater than €500,000. In the first year, 248 of 400 successful applicants came from China.
Globalisation of Capital and Residency Schemes
In August 2014, the US State Department announced that the annual quota of investment visas for permanent residency in the United States had filled early, with Chinese investors making up eighty percent of the year's allocation. Demand from China for the US scheme exceeds that from any other county, and it increased after Canada shut down its program.
Conclusion
When the Party launches a political campaign, superficial or at least sta- How will political and economic elites react to the new pressures for clean government in relation to the way they take up global opportunities? How will regulations set by the Party work in an era of international capital mobility? What are their implications for national loyalties, food security and environmental quality at home and abroad?
As noted elsewhere in this volume, the anti-corruption campaign ostensibly sought to clear the way for the implementation of a new wave of economic reforms. Its anti-waste directives expose and address popular outrage at official corruption and excess consumption. But it also reveals fundamental contradictions in a political-economic system in which the state embraces market discourses and desires rather than focusing on the establishment and long-term maintenance of viable market institutions.
